OBE honour for SPC ‘legend’ Cllr John Hudson

Everyone on Saddleworth Parish Council would like to congratulate Cllr. John Hudson on his OBE
which has been awarded for public, political and charitable services in the community over the past
40 years.

Accepting the honour, Clir Hudson highlighted the contributions other people have made to enable
him to make his mark on local life, none more so than the people of Saddleworth. As he says: “l am
only a flag bearer — you can’t do public service unless you are backed by the public.”

“I thought | was too old for this sort of thing”

Clir Hudson — who celebrated his 78th birthday on Christmas Eve — thought he was “too old for this
sort of thing” and so was “very shocked” when he found out and had to “check it was right”!

Cllr Hudson was born in Mossley and worked at Joseph Clare’s Dyeworks in Greenfield during the
1950s. It was there that he met his wife to be, Kathleen, before moving to Greenfield when they
married in 1960.

He worked in local government at Mossley, Audenshaw and Trafford Councils before managerial
roles at Littlewoods, based at Earl Mill in Hathershaw.

A Parish Councillor in Saddleworth since 1977

He first entered local politics in 1971, initially standing as a Labour councillor. Then, after a six-year
break, he switched to the Conservative Party and in 1977 was elected as a Saddleworth Parish coun-
cillor — a position he holds to this day.

Cllr. Hudson was also elected as representative for the former Saddleworth East ward on Oldham
Council from 2002 to 2006. From 2008 he served as a Chadderton Central ward member before
coming back to represent Saddleworth South from 2012 onwards.

He was also the agent for Geoffrey Dickens, the former MP for the (then) Littleborough and Saddle-
worth seat and stood in the high-profile three-way marginal by-election following Mr Dickens’ death
in 1995.

Mayor of Oldham, raising over £50K for local charities and good causes

Cllr. Hudson became Mayor of Oldham for the municipal year 2013/4 and — accompanied by Kath-
leen as Mayoress — they put in a staggering amount of energy and time into hosting visits, attending
local schools and engagements.

They raised a total of £50,468 for local charities and good causes, including the Terence O’Grady So-
cial Club, Christie’s at Oldham, Oldham Music Centre, Oldham Support Group for Carers in Autism,
Oldham Theatre Workshop and the Oldham Liaison of Ex-Servicemen Fund.

“Humbled”

Cllr. Hudson, who has two daughters, Claire and Deborah, and one granddaughter, Courtney, says he
was “humbled” to be awarded the OBE. He has served four spells as Chairman and in his unbeaten
record of continuous service has raised a further £59,500 for the Chairman’s charities.



This remarkable feat was marked with an event at the Civic Hall, where the rooms on the second
floor have been renamed ‘The Hudson Suite’” with a framed dedication hung in the Council Chamber.

Our thanks to the Saddleworth Independent for much of the above report.

Why the Precept is having to go up - and how we’ve man-
aged to keep the increase down to the bare minimum

Over the past few years we’ve reported on how, thanks to careful budgeting, SPC has been able to
improve services and introduce new ones despite a reduction in the Support Grant by Oldham Coun-
cil. Indeed we were able to freeze the Precept (the amount you pay as part of your annual Council
Tax) for five years in a row with a very slight increase last year.

Last January we reported on Oldham Council’s plans to significantly cut Saddleworth’s element of
the sum of money known as the Council Tax Support Grant which the Government hand out every
year.

As we said last January, the Council Tax Support Grant goes towards financing a whole range of vital
services like the clearance of public footpaths, litter picking, provision of community toilets, cleaning
of road signs, etc. Many of these are services that Oldham Council used to provide for us but which
they no longer do.

A decision that is sadly out of our hands

Even though we presented solid evidence supporting our case for the Grant to remain at the previ-
ous level, we failed to prevent a painful cut. Sadly, the total reduction in Council Tax Support Grant
in 2017/18 and 2018/19 is £16,000, or 40.52% over the two years, with a further £10,000 reduction
expected in 2019/20.

The Grant for 2016/17 was £39,490, so it doesn’t take a degree in mathematics to work out that,
from 2019 onwards, there’s going to be very little money left in the pot.

Meanwhile our costs are increasing, so in order to continue to offer anything close to the levels of
service we currently deliver to Saddleworth residents, and although the Parish Council has made
significant budget cuts and increased its income targets for 2018/19, it is with regret that we have
had no option but to increase your Precept for this coming year by 2%.

Pressing for next year’s Support Grant cut to be reversed

Despite the reductions in funding Saddleworth Parish Council is determined to continue delivering
high quality, value for money services to the people of Saddleworth, protecting our environment,
villages, businesses and heritage. Meanwhile we will continue to press for the decision to further
reduce the Council Tax Support Grant to be reversed as this funding is vital to Saddleworth.

And on the subject of cuts...



After all the talk in our October newsletter about doing our bit to help Greater Manchester’s City of
Trees initiative take root, some residents might have been wondering why a number of trees in the
swimming baths car park have been felled.

The decision to remove them was due to safety concerns that had been raised from users of the car
park. However the area where the trees have been felled will be landscaped and some new trees
will be planted at spots where they won’t present a safety hazard.

Why trees can help to reduce flooding risks

While we’re talking about trees... Did you know that strategic tree planting can reduce the risk of
flooding? According to the Environment Agency, trees planted around a feeder stream can slow the
rush of rainwater and save areas from flooding by as much as 20%. This is because the forested area
releases water to the main stream later than water running off pastureland.

As we said above, we are committed to planting new trees in 2018 and are currently looking at suit-
able sites where tree planting might help to keep the floods at bay.

The Woodland Trust says that the best time to plant trees is in November, so that gives us plenty of
time to plan the project and also to look at other sites where tree planting would enhance the land-
scape.

Keen to plant some trees of your own?

The Woodland Trust is providing free tree packs to communities and is especially keen to involve
schools and local community groups such as the Scouts.

Each pack comprises between 30 and 400 mixed variety whips that are around 12 months old. The
whips can be easily planted but need protection from rabbits, deer and weeds. Guards are provided
with the whips which are labelled to identify each species.

For landowners the Forestry Commission will meet up to 60% of both the cost of the trees and any
planting costs if done by a contractor.

So let’s get planning our planting! To find out how your community group can get hold of a free tree
pack, please contact David Sanderson at The Woodlands Trust on davidsanderson184@gmail.com.

Talking about flooding... literally.

A major conference was held at Salford University earlier this month and one of the agenda
items was the Government’s allocation of £2.5bn for flood prevention measures. Two of our council-
lors were invited to attend and we’ll be bringing you news of what was discussed in our next news-
letter.



Winter isn’t over yet — so here’s a quick reminder of how you
can do your bit to help the elderly and vulnerable keep warm

Age UK has put together the following advice on how the elderly can keep warm, well and safe this
winter — essential information for our older residents or for anyone with elderly relatives. Also,
please don’t forget to keep an eye on elderly friends and neighbours over the coming months.

* Get your heating system serviced every year by a qualified engineer to ensure it's running
safely and efficiently.

* Never block air vents and if you have wood-burning, coal or gas heaters make sure there’s
adequate ventilation.

* If water pipes freeze they can burst. Make sure you know where the main stopcock is and
check that it's easy to turn so you can turn off the water if you need to.

* Have your electric blanket serviced at least every three years.

* Make sure your smoke alarm is working. You can ask your local fire service to check your
home for fire safety. It’s free and you may be eligible to get free smoke alarms fitted.

¢ Install an audible carbon monoxide alarm in each room that has a gas appliance.

* Make sure you claim all the financial support you can to help with heating bills.

* Dress in plenty of layers and make sure you have warm shoes or boots with non-slip soles.
* Keep a mixture of salt and sand handy to put on steps or paths in icy weather.

* Consider fitting a grab rail if you have steps at your front or back door.

* Keep simple cold, flu and sore throat remedies in the house.

* Follow up your GP’s invitation to have a flu jab.

* Order repeat prescriptions in plenty of time, particularly if bad weather is forecast.

* Askyour local pharmacy if they offer a prescription pick-up and delivery service.

* Keep basic food items in the cupboard or freezer in case it’s too cold to go shopping. You
could also do your food shopping online and get it delivered to your door.

* Eat healthily and keep as active as possible.
* Ask your family, neighbours or friends if they could call or visit you more often.

* Keep a torch handy in case you lose power and keep your radio, mobile phone, laptop or
tablet fully charged, so you can use the battery power if there's no electricity. If there is a
power cut you can call 105 for free. You'll be put through to your local network operator
who can give you help and advice.



* Keep a list of emergency numbers, such as your utility companies, by your phone.

You can find out more and download a copy of Age UK Winter Wrapped Up Guide from
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/information-advice/health-wellbeing/mind-body/preparing-for-winter/
This guide explains what you can do to get yourself and your home ready for winter, as well as
where to go for more information and support.



https://www.ageuk.org.uk/information-advice/health-wellbeing/mind-body/preparing-for-winter/

